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Stagecoach Trail District (Mile Post 0.0 - 23.9)

The Stagecoach Trail District story begins at Point Douglas, where the waters of the St. Croix and the Mississippi Rivers meet.  

Point Douglas Park provides a stunning upstream view of the St. Croix River just before it reaches the Mississippi.  This is also 

the point of intersection between the St. Croix Scenic Byway and the Great River Road, the granddaddy of byways traversing 

10 states along the Mississippi and ending at the Gulf of Mexico.  

Point Douglas was once a bustling frontier settlement located strategically near Fort Snelling at the beginning of the historic 

1852 Point Douglas to Superior Military (or Government) Road.  The first post office outside of a military installation was 

established here in July of 1840, four years after the U. S. Congress designated the St. Croix valley and other lands west of 

the Mississippi River part of the Wisconsin Territory.  The mail had to be carried north to Lake Superior, and the first U.S. mail 

service by horseback began in 1856.  Stagecoach service began by 1861 and continued until the Lake Superior and 

Mississippi Railroad opened its line and began to carry mail and people to the Lake Superior port of Duluth in 1870.

The scenic byway heads north and hugs the banks of the St. Croix River as it follows along the historic Stagecoach Trail and 

makes its way over rolling upland fields and wooded ravines, through forest and prairie, past Carpenter Nature Center, St. 

Croix Bluffs Regional Park, Afton State Park, Belwin Environmental Nature Learning Center and numerous points of geological 

interest and even an historic railroad bridge.  The Stagecoach Trail District is a place to experience nature, to camp, picnic, 

access trails, boat landings and enjoy great scenery while traveling an historic stagecoach road.  Today there are also 

concentrations of Apple Orchards and small farms that sell directly to the public from quaint shops, where a range of locally 

produced products are available.  Along the entire byway route these small agricultural operations and the St. Croix Chapter 

of Buy Fresh, Buy Local help visitors experience history by exposure to agriculture the way it used to be.
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The Stagecoach Trail District continues through the small river communities of Afton, Lakeland and passing near the peaceful 

residential communities of St. Mary’s Point, Lake St. Croix Beach and Lakeland Shores, each a small side trip from the scenic 

byway route.  The site of the 1879 rope ferry across the St. Croix River was at old South Afton, about a mile south of present 

Afton.  The curving descent into Afton from the south is one of the most beautiful road segments on the entire byway.  The 

descent gives a first glimpse of Afton’s breathtaking geography with its mix of trees, plateaus, valleys, limestone mounds, 

coulees, glens, farmland, creeks, and the sparkling river adjacent to downtown.

Afton is also steeped in history and has been holding annual meetings since 1859, one year after Minnesota achieved 

statehood.  It has long been an agricultural community and half of its land is still dedicated to agricultural endeavors.  The 

large Catfish (sand) Bar, still visible when water levels permit, was the historical place to ford cattle and horses across the St. 

Croix River before bridges or even ferryboats.  The earliest road from St. Paul passed by way of Bissell’s Mounds, a prominent 

landmark in Afton, to Catfish Bar, where travelers took to the St. Croix River to complete their journey.  Bissell’s Mounds and 

several other large mounds in Afton are evidence that Native Americans were the first inhabitants of the St. Croix valley.  For 

the Dakota and Ojibwe, the St. Croix River was a crucial link between Lake Superior and the Mississippi River.
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